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ELECTRICITY PRICES 
569. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. I take the personal insult as a compliment, Premier. 
What is the government’s energy plan, will it be accepting Bill Shorten’s national 50 per cent renewable energy 
target, and how much will pensioners be slugged for this policy? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
There is currently a renewable energy target in place that was brought in, as far as I am aware, by Tony Abbott. It 
is a requirement for 23 per cent to 26 per cent. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: By 2020, you want 23 per cent renewables. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, 23 per cent. That advocate of action on climate change, Tony Abbott, brought in the 
renewable energy target that this government will adhere to. Whatever happens in the future is what happens, but 
we have been very clear that we will comply with the renewable energy target put in place by the national 
government. That is what happens. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Tony Abbott brought one in. We are complying with that renewable energy target, but I want 
to make it very clear that I support renewable energy. I am a fan of renewable energy. I think renewable energy is good. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members; on both sides! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We need a mix inside the energy system and we are very fortunate in Western Australia to 
have very diverse suppliers of energy into our grid, unlike the eastern states. The eastern states are very vulnerable, 
whereas our diversity is a strength. One aspect of our diversity is renewable energy. If we drive around the suburbs 
of Perth, we will find that people have rooftop solar. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party in government wanted to rip up those contracts. Do members remember 
that one? Do they remember that budget? It was going to rip up the contracts with all the renewable energy 
suppliers. Do members remember that? That one lasted three days, I think. That might have been an example of 
the limited political will of the former government. Limited political will combined with gross stupidity equals 
what the Liberal Party did in government. 
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